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or 
What Came Of An April Shower 
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Uncle Wiggily And His Friend Jack Frost 
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1. Once upon a time it began to rain in 
Woodland where Uncle Wiggily lived. But the 
bunny gentleman twinkled his pink nose, took 
his umbrella from the dish pantry and started 
for the door. "You surely aren't going out in this 
rain!" cried Nurse Jane Fuzzy Wuzzy. "Why 
not?" asked Mr. Longears. "| have my umbrella. 
Besides, it is only an April shower. It will be 


over in a few minutes. I'm going!” 
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with his umbrella held over his pink, twinkling 
nose. But the rabbit gentleman felt lonesome, 
so he went to the house of Uncle Butter the 
goat. "Come out and go adventuring with me, 
Uncle Butter," invited the rabbit gentleman. "It's 
raining!" objected the goat. "What if it is?" 
asked the bunny. "This is only an April shower. 
It will soon stop! Come on!” 
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his chin whiskers. "All right, I'll come out with 
you, Wiggy," he said at last. "But it will need to 
be a pretty good adventure to make up for all 
this rain!" Uncle Wiggily twinkled his pink nose 
and said: "Oh, this isn't much! Just an April 
shower!" Then it poured so hard that they had 
to wade in the water. "It's raining violets!" sang 
Uncle Butter.” 


Butter?" asked the rabbit gentleman. "I don't 
care where | go as long as | get out of this—hu 
— April shower—as you call it!" bleated the 
goat. By this time the water was much deeper. 
"Must have been a cloud-burst somewhere!" 
said the bunny. The Squiggle Bugs sailed 
along. "We'll save you!" they cried. But Uncle 
Butter said: "Thanks. We see a larger boat!” 
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kept getting wetter and wetter, until the water 
was very deep. "But we're lucky to find a boat!" 
said the rabbit, as he and the goat climbed in. 
"Oh, yes, if you call it luck!" bleated Uncle 
Butter. "You row to shore and I'll hold the 
umbrella over you," offered the bunny 
gentleman. And then, all of a sudden he cried: 
"Row hard, Butter! Here comes the Old 
Alligator!” 
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6. Uncle Butter rowed as fast as he could, to 
get away from the Skillery Scallery Alligator, but 
the bad chap made his boat go faster. "| must 
help you," offered Uncle Wiggily. "I'll close my 
umbrella and help you row." The bunny did this. 
"| see your bungalow!" suddenly bleated the 
goat. "Only the roof and chimney stick out, but 
we'll soon be safe!" And then Uncle Wiggily 
cried: "Oh, a waterspout!” 
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7. "What did you say?" asked Uncle Butter. "Is 
the water out?" The rabbit hoisted the umbrella 
sail and answered: "No, | said a waterspout is 
coming. Quick! We must get on the roof of my 
bungalow and climb down the chimney. Then 
we will be safe!" Looking over their shoulders 
they saw they were near the roof of the bunny's 
bungalow. But the Alligator was still coming on! 
So was the waterspout!” 
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8. Uncle Wiggily and Uncle Butter sailed so 
hard and so fast, that, before they knew it, their 
boat had hit the roof of the hollow stump 
bungalow. "Bing-bang!" went the boat. "Here | 
go!" shouted Uncle Wiggily. "Yes, and here | 
go!" bleated Uncle Butter as he shot, head first 
down the chimney. "No more April showers for 
me!" The bad old Alligator looked at the 
waterspout chasing him and shivered.” 
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9. Uncle Wiggily scrambled to his feet, after 
hitting the roof. He saw Uncle Butter's legs 
waving from the chimney. "I'll pull you out!" 
cried the rabbit, and he did. When Uncle Butter 
was standing right side up again, the two 
friends on the roof looked across the April 
shower flood. "Hurray! The waterspout is going 
to hit the Alligator's boat!" cried the rabbit. And 
the Squiggle Bugs also cried: "Hurray!” 
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And if the toy balloon doesn't take the rag doll up 
in the air and leave her on top of the church steeple, 
the next story and pictures will be about 


JACK FROST WHO WAS FOND OF SNOW AND ICE,BUT 
FOR THE FOX 'TWAS NOT SO NICE. NOR FOR THE WOLF, 
WHO GAVE A WIGGLE, AND TURNED INTO A BIG ICICLE. 
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UNCLE WIGGILY AND HIS FRIEND JACK FROST 


1. One day, when Uncle Wiggily was hopping 
around looking for an adventure, the bunny 
rabbit gentleman saw his friend Jack Frost, tied 
to a tree near a blazing fire. "Oh, help me!" 
cried Jack Frost. "I can't stand heat! I'm 
melting!" Uncle Wiggily hurried to loosen the 
ropes. "Who tied you this way?" asked the 
bunny. "The Fox and the Wolf," said Jack Frost. 
"L'll fix them!" threatened the bunny.” 
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2. Uncle Wiggily u ‘inbound Jack Frost, and then 
the bunny began to spread a loop of rope on 
the ground. "What's that?" asked Jack Frost. 
"A trap to catch the Fox or Wolf, whichever 
comes along first," answered Mr. Longears. 
"And when you catch them what will you do 
with the bad chaps?" Jack Frost asked. "Oh, I'll 
let you play a little trick on them!" laughed the 
bunny with a twinkle of his pink nose.” 
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. "Now we're all ready," said Uncle Wiggily to 
his frosty friend, when the slip-noose had been 
spread on the ground. "We'll take one end of 
the rope and hide behind a bush." Jack Frost 
asked what came next. "When the Fox puts 
one leg in the noose, I'll pull on the rope and 
lasso him," chuckled the bunny. Along came 
the Fuzzy Fox. "| may catch Uncle Wiggily as 
we caught Jack Frost!" thought he.” 


18 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


4. "Ha!" | wonder what this is?" thought the 
Fox, as he reached the lasso Uncle Wiggily had 
spread out on the ground. "Maybe it is a magic 
fairy ring," said the Fox. "I'll step in it and make 
a wish." Into the loop he stepped. Just then 
Uncle Wiggily, who was watching, gave a pull, 
and right away the Fox was all tangled up in the 
rope so he couldn't get loose. "Now is the time 
for your trick, Jack Frost!” 
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5. "Ah, yes, now is the time for my trick!" 
laughed Jack Frost. And while Uncle Wiggily 
held the Fox fast entangled in the ring, Jack 
Frost extended his slim, cold fingers. "Eenie 
meenie minie mo!" cried Jack Frost. "Into a 
cake of ice you go!" No sooner had Jack Frost 
uttered this magic spell than instantly the Fox 
was frozen fast in the middle of a big block of 
ice. "The Wolf next!" said Uncle Wiggily.” 
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6. When the Fox had been frozen fast in the 
cake of ice, and when Uncle Wiggily had set 
the rope trap again, the bunny and Jack Frost 
waited. Soon along came the Wolf. "| wonder 
what that circle is on the ground?" thought the 
Wolf. "I'll step inside and make a wish." He did 
so, and was caught, but, being stronger than 
the Fox, the Wolf pulled Uncle Wiggily along on 
the ground. "Help!" cried the bunny.” 
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7. Jack Frost did his best to hold Uncle Wiggily 
back, but the Old Woozie Wolf was too strong. 
Suddenly the Wolf leaped up into a tree, over 
the heads of Uncle Wiggily and Jack Frost. 
There the bad chap swung by his paws. "Ho, 
ho! Now | should like to see you do anything to 
me!" sneered the Wolf. "Can you do anything?" 
whispered Uncle Wiggily. "Watch me cast a 
spell over him," said Jack Frost.” 
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8. All of a sudden, as the Wolf swung to and fro 
from the tree branch, Jack Frost stretched out 
his slim, cold fingers, and blew with his cold 
breath. "Become an icicle!" cried Jack Frost. 
Instantly the Wolf turned into a large hanging 
icicle as he wiggled there on the tree branch. 
"Oh ho!" laughed Uncle Wiggily. "| thought you 
said he couldn't do anything to you! Serves you 
right for melting Jack Frost!” 
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do any harm for a while, what shall we do with 
them?" asked Jack Frost, who had been so 
nearly melted at the fire. "| guess the best thing 
to do with the bad chaps," said Uncle Wiggily, 
"is to have my friend, Mr. Whitewash, the Polar 
Bear gentleman, take them to his cold cave." 
And Mr. Whitewash came with his sled and 
dragged away the frozen Fox and Wolf.” 
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And if the ice man doesn't take the chocolate cake 
out for a sleigh ride, and forget to bring it back in 
time for the dolls' party, the next story 
and pictures will be about how 


UNCLE WIGGILY MADE A SNOW FORT. HE MADE 
IT GOOD AND STRONG. AND WHEN THE FIGHT WAS 
OVER,UNCLE WIGGILY SANG A SONG. TRA, LA, LA! 
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UNCLE WIGGILY'S SNOW FORT 
1. One day Curly Twistytail, the piggie boy, tried 
to build a snow fort, all by himself. "But it's very 
hard work!" grunted Curly when he had it about 
half finished. "I'll help you," offered Uncle 
Wiggily. So the bunny gentleman and the piggie 
boy finished the fort. Then along came Mr. 
Whitewash, the polar bear gentleman with 
some stove pipe. "Oh, those pipes will make 
fine cannon for the fort!" cried the bunny.” 


26 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


AR GR, LA 
The Gunston Trust 


} , } \ ; 
ae, May Jot Y | 
A ee Se 


— — ae a 


2. Uncle Wiggily and the polar bear gentleman 
soon fixed the stove pipe cannon in the walls of 
the fort, on three sides. Then Curly made a lot 
of snowballs, piling them near the three stove 
pipe cannon inside the fort. "If any bad animals 
come we'll fire at them!" squealed the piggie 
boy. "Then we'd better get ready to fire!" 
suddenly shouted Uncle Wiggily, "for here come 
the Fuzzy Fox and the Woozie Wolf!” 
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3. Soon after the fort was built, the Fuzzy Fox 
met the Woozie Wolf in the woods. "Let's go 
nibble Uncle Wiggily's ears!" howled the Wolf. 
"Where can we find him?" asked the Fox. "Oh, 
he's out in the field inside a sort of snow 
house," answered the Wolf. "But it will be easy 
for us to sneak up and get him. Come one!" So 
the Fox and Wolf crept toward the fort. "Get 
ready to fight!" cried the bunny.” 
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4. All of a sudden, as the Fox and Wolf rushed 
for the fort, Uncle Wiggily, Mr. Whitewash and 
the piggie boy inside threw snowballs out of 
the stove pipe cannon at the bad chaps. 
"Bang! Crack! Slam!" the snowballs hit the bad 
chaps on the nose. "Oh wow!" howled the Fox. 
"| didn't know they had soldiers in that fort!" 
The Wolf said he didn't, either. "Fire! Fire!" cried 
Uncle Wiggily on top of the fort.” 
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5. Uncle Wiggily, the polar bear and the piggie 
boy threw so many snowballs at the bad chaps 
as to drive them off. But the Fox and Wolf did 
not give up. They called in the Skillery Scallery 
Alligator who wore a fur coat to keep himself 
warm. "I'll crawl in through the pipe while 
they're making more snowballs," said the 
‘Gator. "Once inside I'll flip them with my tail, 
and knock them down so you chaps can get 
in.” 
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6. "When | start to crawl in the third pipe," said 
the 'Gator to the Fox and Wolf, "you run toward 
the fort. Uncle Wiggily and those with him will 
throw at you and this will give me a chance to 
get in." So that is the trick the bad chaps 
started to play, and it looks as though the old 
Skillery Scallery chap would get in and flap the 
bunny with his tail; doesn't it? But wait just a 
moment, if you please.” 


31 


Gunston & The Book Bunnies 


ae 


ig | 
vei suit wilh hi 


fe) 
Uncle Wiggily and Mr. Whitewash, who were 
snowballing the Fox and Wolf. "Oh, look!" 
squeaked Curly, "the ‘Gator is coming in 
through one of the stove pipe cannon!" "This 
must never be!" growled the polar bear 
gentleman. Then, with the help of Uncle 
Wiggily, the bear pulled the pipe from the fort 
wall, and bent it like the letter U—the 'Gator 


inside! 
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8. "There! | guess you won't give us any more 
trouble!" growled Mr. Whitewash to the Skillery 
Scallery Alligator. But suddenly Curly squealed: 
"Oh, look, the Fox and Wolf are trying to come 
in again." And, surely enough, those bad chaps 
were half way through the stove pipe cannon 
inside the snow fort. "Come on!" cried Mr. 
Whitewash to the bunny. "We'll pull them out in 
the pipes as we did the 'Gator!” 
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9. Mr. Whitewash was very strong, and with Uncle 
Wiggily to help him again, they soon pulled the 
pipes from the walls of the snow fort. And with the 
pipes came the Fox inside one, while the Wolf was 
inside the other. "Jam them together, head to 
head!" roared the polar bear gentleman. When this 
was done the Fox and Wolf couldn't get loose from 
the pipes, only their tails sticking out. A good trick. | 
say!” 
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THE END 
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Great respect to Howard R. Garis for 
creating such wonderful characters 
and great short stories for children and 
all ages to love. 


Let's not forget respect to Lansing 
"Lang" Campbell for beautiful 
illustrations that bring the characters to 
life in this book. 


These books and illustrations show the 
true dedication and the love of the art, 
that cannot be repeated. 
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